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2l8 THE JEWISH QUAKTERLY EEVIEW 



GENIZA SPECIMENS. 



A MARRIAGE SETTLEMENT. 

MS. T.-S., No. 241, parchment, size, 51 X45 cm., written 
lengthways in square letters, anno 1082. The MS. is 
defective on the top, where there are still discernible 
remainders of ornamental letters, whilst a whole strip of 
parchment was cut off from the right margin, which is 
the cause of the writing now sometimes commencing in 
the middle of a word. As far as it was permissible to 
judge from the sequel such missing letters and words 
are supplied between square brackets, whilst others are 
marked with a sign of interrogation to indicate uncertainty 
about their reading. The MS. comes (as the whole of 
the T.-S. Collection) from the Cairo Geniza, and re- 
presents a marriage settlement (wa) between the Rab- 
banite bridegroom David Hannasi the son of Daniel 
Hannasi, and the Karaite bride Nasia the daughter of 
R. Moses, the son of Aaron the priest. References to such 
intermarriage between the sects are not quite unknown in 
literature (see L. Low, Getammelte Schriften, III, 177 seq.), 
but it is now for the first time that we have an official 
document testifying to it, and giving at the same time the 
conditions under which it was arranged. With regard to 
the latter, they consist of mutual concessions, the husband 
promising not to compel his future wife to make use of 
light on Friday eve (the Karaites explaining Exod. xxxv. 3 
to mean that no light must be seen in Jewish habitations 
even when kindled on the eve of the sabbath, or by a non- 
Jew), or to make her eat the fat covering the rump (n*?K 
which the Rabbanites do not consider as zbn, see Eshkol 
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Hakkopher, Alphabetha 332, 233 ; Ibn Ezra and Nach- 
manides to Lev. iii. 9, and Ibn Ezra again to Lev. ix. 30), 
or to insist upon her profaning the festivals according to 
the Karaite calendar ; whilst she promises on her side to 
observe also with her husband the festivals as fixed by the 
Rabbanite calendar. One would, of course, expect some 
promise on her part with regard to the laws of bathing n^3D, 
but it is not impossible that at that time even Rabbanites 
were rather lax on this point. As it is clear from the Responsa 
of Maimonides (ed. Leipzig, I, No. 116) some Karaite (?) 
women when marrying Rabbanites would even insist upon 
inserting in the marriage deeds a clause relieving them 
from this n?*3D duty, and thus we need not wonder if 
no mention is made of it in our document as a matter of 
indifference to both parties. Very interesting is the 
reference to the bxr\W px »jm toruo, which is almost 
identical with the Q // 12' ropn (see Shulchan Aruch Eben 
Haezer, LIII, 3), though it is not known that this reform 
had a precedent in an old Palestinian usage. As to the names 
mentioned in this deed very little is known about them. 
Both a Nasi David and a Nasi Daniel occur in the list of 
the Nisiim (dwbo), or heads of the exile in Babylon, and it 
is only natural that their names should turn up again in the 
family pedigrees of the Egyptian Nesiim, claiming, like the 
former, to be descendants of the house of David (Maimonides, 
Response/,, No. 350 ; and Neubauer, Mediaeval Jewish Chroni- 
cles, I, pp. 38, 196, and also p. 116). It is rather remarkable 
that they should describe a Karaite as 'mi 'iO, though it is 
clear that the title, which is very common in Egyptian docu- 
ments (see also Maimonides, Responsa, I, No. 15 a), carried 
with it no official dignity whatsoever, being given as a mere 
matter of courtesy. Of the signatures the name of the 
President of the Jewish Court of Justice of Egypt in that 
time is now missing. The name Win again occurs at a 
much later period (fifteenth century) among the signatories 
of the Micktab Cherem (n«Tin p tWJn Til), published by 
Coronel in his D^DiDJIp won, p. no; but I am unable to 
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guess what pntaa 3N means. Perhaps the words represent 
a sort of cypher of the words ni*i13a3 N3N (see Zunz, 
Gesammdte Schriften, III, 206) and Nemp nntaa. One might 
also think of Nmp ^02 in the sense " scholars " ; but no 
such title is known. 



n^ni pypni rnxo rhn\ xsbx naan Dae to w nn^ni pt?y ♦ • * 

nenp nha *i«a t>n romo | '»$> pair 

(Vie*] i>[a ni]'^a twa iwan *vtt utwa laan u-i» 

nanai' iinoi e>np nat apy* pw na^ wi hijn )•••{»••♦• 
*i[iaa] (?)na (i)tn (?)Nni>a xn^ina mo5>y rna[3 n^B'wi' ni> net* 
Dm[nvi] i>a*i jnan nets laa^xp | [iaa*r]N uam mo nenp r\bii 

pan 

py pa ima pnK warn wi» np na a'a p on-wan ewoi onyei 



"oidw npw ppNi n^ax wni isentyn ne»D ma inaw^ ^ wn 
nTiyon Nonpa prvcw n* jnaiDoi pp«»i pan p[r6a*r] | * • vaw 
NaDai nit ntrom ptw r6 am ina^ n^ mm n*i mt^y maa ww 
an 11 tarm nan nxo nnaina bv rh «i*dik | * • (?) Krishna nmo 

tfona pil K3DY1 nan JDND \Tli>y "VTlK»N1 nan HND J1H3D H? 

•■un pw nnbm Kami nan nso | • • mao w^y ni»yarn 
Nami nan pn^ni nys-iNi Nanrr nan n«» pt? nita nxta Nan*n 
(?) DDa^NpJp * • £jmi>N nxisN | • • • nan hnd jik> ota^tatw 
pc onto mbx Kami nan jnni pnbii Narrn nan n«o pe> 
♦ • ♦ • tarm » • • I mbit tarrn nan ny3-wi Kami nan pjn-ix 
tomo nt xnaina bbo '•ism Kami nan pntyy nw na nw no 
Sopi] • * I Narm nan hndi tan-n nan Nata toanai xnaDim 

^>jn *n sn3ina nmns ?*w ?a niva kw fan th lawtw ni?[y 
nmn rr£ nw pooi pap pDaa j-ik "iae> $>a» rub "ojon vmna »mni» 
NnsoDDsa abi rvsro b]n scb ;d i^sni ^bJjbdoi iyp-ip | • • * bn 

panai jaai wpm Nnsma not:' b noma n^n notn '•oaitaa n^ti 
ci^i Dn dnt fan T>n iaN'K>a rwaa by ^2 [bapi] • * | * N»i»»3 
nhun n\a!> pn N^ana w^a (?) • • isn ii?i xb tn n^Na nnann 
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n!>E> WB3 b]} b"3p *I1S> * * | N1»"»31 b^lK* pN "331 XJH3M 

rrbs bsxn Nba>i nac -133 icy aew ni rrnnaw wtu nnanb 
;d N3"3pi i • ♦ I D"iyiDn ids? h»bw iud by rviyiD bbnn Nbci 
bs nvba n"k>3 pi sto i"ii i:tW3 warn 1210 nenp nbia 1133 

I JW3H bi031 13N"«>3 13311K 13311 131D nt$>1p nblJ 1133 |3 bxiC?" 

nbu ins ri3 xi xnbs xnbms n"ptob rcnab cup is? 3p[jr] • • 
b>ik>»i onyn D"iirpn bai jrun ntpo i33"xp 133iin mn wid nenp 

"bn D""p1 ™ &6"yb BHBDl 3"n31 HO bs3 rt"3 N"3p" ' ♦ I DHIKDn 

jinbw pc""pi J K2D31 ••tit ntram jnpyi : ""byo "axa |nan "on? "3"3 

| ;"33D1 }» 'i N»1"3 by 3T131 NnK3W3 |D X '•03 "bm JlflWP pll 

pxi diK»»i D""pi men -px n"bia pi xaia iwi prrwp pii j • • 
3n3"iob P3"id*"n n3nn[K] • • | nwwv pi"cb 
is b^nip" • b"xr pt« nobtr pa 'it?" ba bv pi no a|>] • • 
"by 13 iron bprn" * d"d prw ja nobc * 33 auno 13 &"D3 • nco 

(1)i3nn 

b«1W 1 • "3 ?JDV piD3 3K 1DW 1"3 it"1in 

(?) Tiyo 13 f\D1" 

• i3nn na" i • "3 bwn3 * 35 omaN 13 jinx • o"d inaio 13 npiy 

D"D D.113N l"3 (?)}.13i1 (?)pB 

y5 pny 13 om[3K] • • • i'a jmn bbn 

PS. Just as I am returning the proof for press I 
come across a piece of parchment containing the following 
colophon : — 

bxiK>" p« N"C3 wtwn-SYi i3"3iisb n"bcn jprn (onb main n? 
nbo psN iy ""nb nan n"n" nbun "3a ba n"k>3i mm"i 

S. SOHECHTER. 



